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The comparison of separation verbs and motion
verbs:

Focusing on “toreru” and “ochiru”

LI Xiang

In this paper, we define the separation verbs as: the verbs indicate that the object separate from
some place and they do not focus on the moving. Therefore, “toreru” is a separation verb.
“ochiru “has the function of both separation and motion verbs. Comparing the “ochiru ”which
indicate motion with separation verb “toreru” and “ochiru ”, we know the “ga” of separation verbs
is the none in the whole-part relationship. When the “whole” is not clear, “ga” is explained as the
“part” using the separation verbs. We also show that the separation verbs “toreru” and “ochiru”
express the “disappearance” of the object. This is the reason why the separation verbs do not take
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