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Grammatical function of "de" in Chinese
mandarin and "gam" of Cantonese:

A case of reduplicative adjectives as predicates

GUI Wen

In order to compare the grammatical functions of "de" in Chinese mandarin and "gam" in
Cantonese, this study compared the co-occurrence status of reduplicative adjectives and "de" in
Chinese mandarin or "gam" in Cantonese when reduplicative adjectives serve as predicates. As a
result, different tendencies appeared between them.

The author examined the reasons of the difference from two aspects: reduplicative
adjectives and structural particles. The results reveal that Cantonese reduplicative adjectives have
strong stativity, and subsequent components are likely to come after "gam" in Cantonese because

"gam" is fluctuated from a indicator.
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