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Analyzing the internal structure of ue-ni:

Focusing on the nominality of ue and positioning of ni

AHN Sanghee

This paper aims to reconsider the two usages of ue-ni, with particular emphasis on the
nominality of ue, the degree of compounding of ue-ni, and the positioning of ni.

The main results are as follows.

Ue-ni, which expresses the additive function, is a compound particle. In contrast, ue-ni, which
expresses direction or field, has the “ue(noun)+ni” structure, contradictory to previous studies that
have referred to it as a compound particle. In addition, by relating both usages to the locative
marker ni, we can appropriately treat the compound particle ue-ni in the language expansion

process from the space to the time concept.
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