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Prosodication and Deprosodication

in Hebrew Schwa

IKEDA Jun

The aim of this paper is to pursue the development of the Hebrew schwa from
the stage of Biblical Hebrew up to the present and to understand the development
in terms of prosodication. We have come to the following conclusions:

® Prosodication took place in Hebrew before the vocalization marks were
invented. The schwa symbol was then created as a marker of “weakness”
rather than that of a vocalic segment.

® In Israeli Hebrew, the vowels indicated by the schwa symbol went through
deprosodication process.

® Reprosodication of deprosodicated vowels is attested in Israeli Hebrew. This
suggests that prosodication should be a directional change inherent in the
Hebrew language.
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University of Tsukuba
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