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An Acoustic Description of Schwa in Israeli
Hebrew

TakahiroFUKUMORI and Jun KEDA

The aim of this paper is to examine the phonetic reality of the historical
schwa (@) in Israeli Hebrew and to classify its allophones. The data ana-
lyzed here consist of 76 meaningful words, all of which have the structure
C@CVCV(C) with a word stress on the final syllable. The phonetic data have
been provided by a male native speaker of Israeli Hebrew.

Our findings are twofold:

(1) We have confirmed the existence of three allophones of @ reported by
Rosn (1966:4), i.e. zerde] and[a].

(2) Unlike Ro®n’s description, we have found a short vowel other tfedn
or [a] between the initial consonant clustdrssl andzI.
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