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Double Writing of Consonants
in Mesopotamian Cuneiform

Jun IKEDA

This paper dealt with the graphemic rules involved in double writing of con-
sonants, the graph sequence of the type -(C)VC;-C;V(C)- (“CC writing” be-
low), in four languages recorded in the Mesopotamian cuneiform, i.e. Sume-
rian, Akkadian, Hurrian, and Hittite, and asked the following questions with a
focus on Akkadian: 1) what kind of linguistic function CC writing had in each
writing system, and 2) how the differences, if any, emerged.

In Section 2, I examined from comparative and synchronic point of view
whether gemination existed in Semitic languages in general and in Akkadian
in particular, and how it was expressed in writing. I came to the conclusion that
gemination did exist in Akkadian, which can be proved from phonological and
semiotic point of view.

In Section 3, I compared linguistic functions that CC writing had in Sume-
rian (based on Hayes 1997), Akkadian (based on the results of Section 2 and
other sources), Hurrian (based on Wegner 2000), and Hittite (based on Melchert

1997) cuneiform, which can be roughly summarized as follows:

e Sumeriand -C-=/C/ -CC- =/C/ (graphic doubling)

e Akkadian] -C-=/C(C)/ -CC- =/CC/ (gemination)

e Hurriand -C-=/C/ [-fortis?]  -CC-=/C/ [+fortis?] (reanalysis)
e HittiteO -C- =/C/ [+voice?] -CC-=/C/[-voice?] (reanalysis?)

In Section 4, I tried to explain how the differences among them emerged.
Sumerian cuneiform imposed no linguistic function on CC writing. Akkadian
cuneiform adopted the Sumerian system as is, and invented a new graphemic
rule, which related CC writing with gemination. It is hard to imagine that the
Hittite system, which related CC writing with the feature [—voice], derived di-
rectly from the Akkadian system. However, if we assume that the Hittites bor-
rowed cuneiform script from the Hurrians and that fortis/lenis were distinctive

in Hurrian, we could explain the developments as follows. Geminated conso-
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nants (written -CC-) in Akkadian probably sounded for the Hurrians like their

[+fortis] consonants, which in turn were perceived as [-voice] by the Hittites.
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