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Sugita, Yasushi. 1994. Imperfective use of the preposition “YU” in Archaic
Chinese Current issues in Sino-Tibetan linguistjic3saka.
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Does the preposition “Yu” following the verb mark
completeness of the action?

YasushiSUGITA

The author proposed a hypothesis that a preposition Yu turns V-O sentences
into V-Yu-O patterns, which code speakers’ negative attitude about realizability
of the action or event of V, and named it ‘irrealis construction’. However,
some linguists have traditionally argued that V-Yu-N patterns sometimes code
completeness of the action, unlike the author’s hypothesis.

HE Leshi's examples cited fro@UO ZHUANare reconsidered here. Some
of the sentences of so-called complete actions are historical descriptions under
the influences 0€CHUN QIU, a document which exclusively descrives “what
happened”, not “what was going on”. All the sentences are with Yu which
only marks oblique cases of addressee, goal, place of the action, etc. Yu of
completeness sometimes also accompanies the same verbs which code incom-
pleteness of the action.

Misled tradition must have come from the similarity between Archaic Chi-
nese and Modern Mandarin, in an apparent observation, which has resultative
comlements originated from prepositions. But these two grammars should be
analyzed independently.
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