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Four Oblique Case Particles
in the Mitsukaido Dialect

Kan Sasakl & Daniela CALUIANU

This paper describes the results of a survey carried out in Mitsukaido City
and Iwai City in the Ibaraki Prefecture by the authors with the aim of defining
the semantic conditions on the use of the four case particlegani -nge
-sg, -ni, used in the Mitsukaido Dialect in the area where Standard Japanese
employs the unique case partiete.

The conclusion is that whilengani, -nge -sahave a semantic content which
can be captured, if not in terms of classic categories, through the prototype
approach, namely as family resemblances, the padiilen the Mitsukaido
Dialect is semantically empty and functions as a default oblique case particle.
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