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Unified Analysis of Repairability of Islands:
With Special Reference to Contrastive and Informational Focus
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Introduction

> HIEE G

a. NP ellipsis
b. VP ellipsis
c. TP ellipsis (e.g. sluicing, fragment answer)

* Sluicing
(1) a.  Jack bought something, but I don’t know what. (Merchant (2001:3))
b.  Anne invited someone, but I don’t know who. (Merchant (2001:40))
C. I remember meeting him, but I don’t remember when. (Merchant (2001:23))
* Fragment Answer

(2) a.  Who did she see?

b.  John. (intended: She saw John)
(3) a.  What’s left for me to eat?
b.  Some turkey. (intended: There s some turkey)
(Merchant (2004:673))
> Merchant (2001, 2004, 2008): Movement and PF Deletion Approach
(4)  [cp1 [tp Jack bought something]], but I don’t know [sluicing]
[cp2 what; frpFack-bought#1].
(5) A: [cp1 Who did [rp she see]]? [fragment answer]

B:  [cp2 John frp-shesawd].
—  EATHI & Rl OREE D EREEINIZ S AFET D (isomorphic structure),

> fiAIIC I 1T 5 B OBUEME (Island-(In)sensitivity)

ORI - BOMEENSLOHEFZEORY H LIZTTE 220,

(6) a. *What; did you hear the claim John said #? (Chomsky (1973:233))
b. *Which book; did John meet a child who read #? (Chomsky (1986:34))
* Sluicing:

(7) a.  They want to hire someone who speaks a Balkan language, but I don’t remember which.
b. *...Idon’t remember [cp which (Balkan language) [tp they want to hire [island someone

who speaks]]].
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(8) a.  Ben will be mad if Abby talks to one of the teachers, but she couldn’t remember which.
b. *... but she couldn’t remember [cp which (of the teachers) [tp Ben will be mad [isiana if
she talks to]]].
(Merchant (2001:87-88))
— BEEUHEETHIVUIIEL L 201X T 7R, B8R EE O 5E 13 5GER,

> [sland Repair Approach vs. Evasion Approach
[Island Repair Approach]
- BOEEZNE (Island Repair effects) :
s DRI ORI OHEIEIZ PFHIBRDEH S 2 & TEEI NS,
= BiX PF LV CRREN D HIK

9 a ...I don’t remember [cp which (Balkan language) fre-they—want-to-hirefisnd- Someone
who spcaks}||

b. ... but she couldn’t remember [cp which (of the teachers) frp-Ben-will- be-mad-fistanaif
she talks tol}].

* Fragment Answer

(10) A: Does Abby speak the same Balkan language that Ben speaks?

B: *No, Charlie. (Merchant (2004:688))
(11) A: Did Ben leave the party because Abby wouldn’t dance with him?
B: *No, Beth. (Merchant (2004:688))
[Evasion Approach]
> HWH O &

(12) They hired someone who speaks a Balkan language — guess which!
(Barros et al. (2014:4))
a.  which he speaks! [short source]
b. *which they hired someone who speaks! [long source]
—  BOHIFNCIG L7 sluicing 135 % & £ 72V Vi 2 B IEEINICE ATV 5,
=  BIIHEFE LV TRINSH1K

> IEHE A vs. RFHEE A
(13) A: Does Abby speak the same Balkan language that someone in your syntax class speaks?
B:  Yeah, Charlie. (Griffiths and Liptak (2014:193))
(14) A: TIheard they hired someone who speaks a Balkan language fluently.
B:  Yeah, Serbo-Croatian. (Griffiths and Liptak (2014:205))

—  Fragment Answer C& > T % remnant 23MEHRE R & L THRR S 256 305/,
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(15) a. *The detective ruled out the possibility that Fred killed ABBY, but I don’t know
[who ELSE; [the detective ruled out the possibility that Fred killed #]].
(Fox and Lasnik (2003:152))
b. * Abby wants to hire someone who speaks GREEK, but I don’t remember
[what OTHER languages; fshe-wants-to-hire-someone-who-speaks+|
(Merchant (2008:148))

—  Sluicing T& > T remnant 3% LA & LTI S 5 55 3E30ER,

a. HIEMEPBEADLIBRIILED L D ITH T TE 5D,
b. EHIEKRARICBWTEDERDPBIESNDLIEE L SNRVGEENRDH DD,

a. i M BLS X Evasion Approach @ T C, Scope Identity % Jiii 7= T4 B 5,

—  long/short source 23M¥E I FIHETZ A, Scope Identity % 7= & 72 VW A HiE B LR
Al SR,

b. kR 3B 5 HiE IS 13 long source D A fF F AT RE T, fHRE S B D HiE
%X long/short source O Zfifi Ff A BE,

— RSN E DI D remnant X, Scope Identity D % & B &I Z TERIOLSE
WENCBENT 572D HOFRIIGER T2 (= EIEHEHIR) .

2. Previous Studies
2.1.  Evasion Approach (Barros et al. (2014))
> Non-isomorphic Source

a. Short source

b. Cleft source

c. Predicative source

+ Short Source

(16) They hired someone who speaks a Balkan language — guess which! (=(12))
a.  which he speaks! [short source]
b. *which they hired someone who speaks! [long source]

(17) a.  John seems to me to be lying about something, but I don’t know what he-ishying-abeut.

(# what heseemsto-meto-belyingabeut.) (Barros, et al. (2014:4))
b. I remember meeting him, but I don’t remember when Hnethim.
(cf. # #when I remember meeting him.) (Merchant (2001:23))

—  Short Source DFFIR D A FRE/R G E DN H D
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+ Cleft Source (truncated cleft; Mikkelsen (2005))
(18) They hired someone who speaks a Balkan language — guess which;--was-!
(Barros et al. (2014:5))
(19) a.  Either something’s on fire, or Sally’s baking a cake, but I don’t know which.
b.  Either something’s on fire, or Sally’s baking a cake, but I don’t know which it is.
(Barros et al. (2014:6))
—  SEATHI & Rl OFEIEIIE 2 2203, cleft source 13RI FTRE

+ Predicative Source

(20) She bought a big car, but I don’t know how big #/the-carthatshe-beught]-was
(Barros et al. (2014:7))

(21)* She bought a big car, but I don’t know how big she bought a car.
(Barros et al. (2014:7))
—  correlate 73 BREMEA 2 1 isomorphic source 2MEDOIN DG AR E H LN TE 7203,

predicative source Cl ] HE,

(22) John will kiss anyone after the first date, it doesn’t matter who

a. ... who-theyaret

b. # ... who Jehn-willdsstkisses+afterthe first date (Barros et al. (2014:7))
(23) John will fight any man, no matter how tall

a. ... how tall heis+

b. #/*... how tall Jehn-will-fighta-tman/fights-a+man

c. # ... how tall a man Johnwilfight+ (Barros et al. (2014:8))

> BHEHEIN OHEIE % isomorphic source (29 5 & ARKDEIEME TH L D EMK L B2 55580
HY . ZDEEIL non-isomorphic source D &K AIEEIZ 72 5,
= YRR EIC L > THERIRTE 72V source 3 D &V 2 5,

2.2.  (Non)Contrastivity in Clausal Ellipsis (Griffiths and Liptak (2014))

> Grrifiths and Liptak (2014):
Sluicing % Fragments %, correlate & remnant 23 %f bk SV TV BI5GB OHIRIER D3 A 5
o, SHESH TORWESIXEOFIFKRER 3 2 S,

* Non-contrastive sluicing
(24) a.  They want to hire someone who speaks a Balkan language, but I don’t remember which.
=)
b.  Ben will be mad if Abby talks to one of the teachers, but she couldn’t remember which.

=®)
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c.  Ben left the party because one of the guests insulted him, but he wouldn’t tell me which.

(Merchant (2001:88))

* Contrastive Sluicing
(25)* Abby wants to hire someone who speaks GREEK, but I don’t remember what OTHER
languages. (Merchant (2008: 148))

* Non-contrastive fragments
(26) A: TIheard they hired someone who speaks a Balkan language fluently.
B:  Yeah, Serbo-Croatian.
B": Really? Which?
(27) A: Thear that Abby is likely to get mad if Ben speaks to one of the guys from your syntax
class.
Yeah, John.
B’: Really? Who?

w

(Griffiths and Liptak (2014:205-206))

* Contrastive fragments
(28) Felicity condition on contrastive fragments (Griffiths and Liptak (2014:202))
Contrastive fragments are only felicitous if their correlate is contrastively focused.

(29) A: TIheard they hired someone who speaks BULGARIAN fluently.

B: *No, SERBO-CROATIAN.
(30) A: Does Abby speak the same Balkan language that BEN speaks?

B: *No, CHARLE. (Merchant (2004:688))
(31) A: Did Ben leave the party because ABBY wouldn’t dance with him?

B: *No. BETH. (Merchant (2004:688))

—  BREENDHATHING correlate & WEHIN D remnant |23 LS BN 555
SEATEI DS BN I ST 0300 BT B OHIKI OEN N S D,

3. Proposal
3.1. Information Focus and Contrastive Focus
(32) Cartographic Approach (Rizzi (1997), Cruschina (2006, 2011), Belletti (2001, 2004))
a.  CPperiphery: ForceP ... TopicP ... Contrastive FocusP (CFocP) ... TopicP ...
Information FocusP (IFocP) ... Finite TP
b.  vPperiphery: (TopP) ... IFocP ... vP
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[HERAIRE ]
- CP fEIk® IFoc I emphatic IFoc, vP fiE3& D IFoc I% neutral IFoc 42 5 (Cruschina (2006,
2011)),
FEIk D [emphatic]IFoc & CFoc ILEHIDOLEDFIZDAHBLIL D (cf. Cruschina (2006,
2011), Nagata (2022)),
- Wh #E)i% CP fEIK® InterrogativeP % ¥ —/%7 v kL35,

3.2.  Scope Identity under the Evasion Approach
> AN D JeATH & A W O BAGRE
* Griffiths and Liptak (2014:210):
(33) Scopal Parallelism in ellipsis (cf. Fox and Lasnik (2003))

Variables in the antecedent and the elided clause are bound from parallel positions.

*+ Abe (2015:44):
(34) Identification Condition on Deletion
An E-site E is semantically identified with its antecedent A if
(i) A constitutes a presupposition of E or
(i1)) E satisfies the truth conditions of A.

RFORE
(35) Scope Identity:
a.  JEATEIIZ correlate & 9 A OHEIAIKIZIBW T, HIEEITEATE & Fl—D K E
EOLDOTRITNIT R BRV (FEFH LU vs. DAL L~L),
b.  Correlate & remnant |ZHIZ[F—DMENE (WP) ZZNTNDOAa—TFI12E5
RIFIEZR B0,
—  Scope Identity Z i 72 L CWALIX A B E NIT AT HI & X% 72 % source (e.g.
short/cleft/predicative) & fif 9 = L N TX 5,

> Sluicing
(36) Non-Contrast Type:
a. JeATHI: [cp [TP [tFocP __ [wP ... [cP [TP __ [P [IFocP __ [P ... correlaterrocy ... 11111
b. %\ Hi%/é/ﬁ [CP(InterrgativeP) . [CP(InterrgativeP) {T—P_ wh-remnant —}]]]

—  correlate [THLHIAAE L < 1T FEHiD Spec,IFoc [ZB BT 5 Z & TIEHRE S ORI
HiILD,
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(37) John claimed that Mary bought some books on the Internet, but I don’t remember ...
a.  which book Mary-beught. [short source]
b.  which book Jehn-e¢laimed-that Mary-beught. [long source]

—  (a): HOIALRHND IFoc ~DOBEZ L D H DT, AHEHEINIL short source 23 E i
% (=&ONZEC BN,
(b): EHWD IFoc ~OBEZ LD H DT, HIEHINIL long source 235,
= EHi - HOIALENO EB B0 R UHReHilg IR ET 5 2 & THRATH & AIKEIN
IZF1F % Scope Identity 23MRAE X415,

(38) Contrast Type:
a. JoATHD: [cP(CFocP) __ [TP ... [cP [TP ... CORRELATE[FoC] -.. |]11]

b. EWEH:  [cpcror)  frp—tep-frp—= Wh-remnant roc) 1]
A |

— Correlate & remnant ($E N Z L EHIZDAAE U D Spec,CFoc ~BEIT 25 Z & TxPHE
ROFERDBET 5,

(39) A: John denied that Mary bought OBAMA’s book on the Internet,
but I don’t know what ELSE.
A’: ..., butI don’t know what ELSE (John denied that Mary bought)
A”: #..., but I don’t know what ELSE (Mary bought).

(40) A: John denied that Mary ate three APPLES, but I wonder how many GRAPES.
A’ ..., but I wonder how many GRAPES (John denied that Mary ate).
A”: #..., but I wonder how many GRAPES (Mary ate).

> Fragments (cf. Nagata (2022))
(41) Non-Contrast Type:
a. JoATHD: [cp [P ...[1FocP ,  [vp... [cP [TP IFocP * [wp... correlate .. 111

)T«*

b. EHWEEI:  [cp [tp...[IFoce _ [vp... [cPfapTfiroce—Tfsp— remnantiroc) —111]"
A
—  Fragment |% wh BRNELG L2WeD, EH066HOIALY L ITFEHID IFocP ~
BEid 52 & THREROIRAGOND,

! F(ocus)-marked 72 B3 [T A MEFEIRANIZ AL L TV C SR B2V ATHE (Abe (2015), Nagata (2022)fth),

7



42) A:
Bi:
Bo:

— B
Bo:
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John reported that Mary ate something.

Yeah, an apple-Mary-ate. [short source]
Yeah, an appleJeohnreported-that Mary-ate. [long source]
HDIAZEIND TFoc ~DBEENZ L 5 H DT, BMEEI NI short source 73 4L
5 (=RHNZEL DR .

FHiN D IFoc ~OBENIZ LD H DT, HIEHIPIL long source 23O 5,

- BLDIAZHIN D &5 b2 D IR CHERERIRICBEI§ 2 2 & THRATH & A MHEIN

31F % Scope Identity 23MRAE S 415,

(43) Contrast Type:
a. SEATHN: [cpcFocp) [P ... [cp [1P ... correlate ... ]]]]]

b. A WEH: [CP(CFocP) T Fre—Ffepfrr— remn|ant —11]

—  Correlate & remnant |ZZNENFEHIZDLA T D Spec, CFoc ~B#EIT 5 Z & Txfth

ER DR EL D,
(44) A: John denies that Mary ate an APPLE.
B: No, a GRAPE.
B’:  No, a GRAPE john denies (that Mary ate).

B”: #No, a GRAPE Mary ate.

(45) A:
B:

B’:

John denies MARY ate the cake.
No, LISA.
No, LISA John denies (ate the cake).

B”: #No, LISA ate the cake.

3.3 Island (In)Sensitivity in Clausal Ellipsis
> [sland INSENSITIVE Sluicing and Fragments

* Sluicing
(46) a.

Abby wants to hire someone who speaks a Balkan language, but I don’t remember
which. =)
Ben will be mad if Abby talks to one of the teachers, but she couldn’t remember which.

=®)

Ben left the party because one of the guests insulted him, but he wouldn’t tell me which.

=@24)
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;@I‘JE)EF ;&ﬁ‘% B D&k % [l
@7) AT Bk ST v |
[cp [tp Abby [iFocp [vp Wants to hire someone [cppsano) Who [t [iFoce _ [ve speaks a Balkan
p Q)
anguage]]1] O mEr

AWgHET (BE2 3 ERVEE [short]) :

[cP(interrgativeP) which¢(language) frehespeaks i‘}]

—  EHESRASOBBE)IE OEKIZ LY PR SN D720 B OB O [Foc ~DBE D
FFIHE, Scope Identity @ T, 4 WEEiI short source ™ A F Al HE,

« Fragments
(48) A: TIheard they hired someone who speaks a Balkan language fluently.
B:  Yeah, Serbo-Croatian.
B": Really? Which? (=(27))
(49) A: TIhear that Abby is likely to get mad if Ben speaks to one of the guys from your syntax

class.
B:  Yeah, John.
B":  Really? Who? (=(28))

5 ME R % mE

(50) FATHI (BZ2aiE) -

[cp [tp I heard [cp [1p they [iFocp [vp heard someone [cppsann] Who [1p iroce  [wp Speaks a Balkan

language fluently]]]]] Q BER
&

AWgHET (B2 ERVEE [short]) :

[cp{q:p—h%[}pec_p—sERBO-(%ROATIAN[FOC]—E#—S“peakS— T fluently1]]]

-  EHifEEASOBEILEOESIZ LV PRI N D 72O B O D IFoc ~DBED
FHAHE, Scope Identity D T, 4 MEHiIL short source @ i F A HE,

> Short Reading
(51) They hired someone who speaks a Balkan language — guess which! (=(12))
a.  which he speaks! [short source]
b. *which they hired someone who speaks! [long source]

(52) A: Mary hired someone who speaks one of German languages.
Bi:  Yeah, English (s/he speaks).
B: #Yeah, English (John hired someone who speaks).
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>N AhEEHT A B
(53) A: John hired a man who owns French restaurants.
B:  Yeah, German too.
a. Interpretation;: A man owns both French and German restaurants.
[short reading]
b. Interpretation,: #John hired two men. One owns French restaurants. The other
man owns German restaurants. [long reading]
(54) A: John hired a man who speaks French.
B:  Yeah, German too.
a. Interpretation;: A man speaks both French and German. [short reading]
b. Interpretationz: #John hired two men. One speaks French. The other man speaks
German. [long reading]
= DValPNESTEIRN AN LEER (EHi2E D) 1R EA
= shortsource ZfEH L T\ Z &30 D,

> Island SENSITIVE Sluicing and Fragments

* Sluicing
(55)* Abby wants to hire someone who speaks GREEK, but I don’t remember what OTHER
languages. =27)

(56) FEATHI (BxaieisE) -
[cp(cFocP) [T Abby [,p wWants to hire someone [cppusLano] Who [1p [p speaks GREEK]]]]]

I\
Sy

AlgHET (B2 &t [long]) :
[cp(crocry What OTHER languages fzp-Abby-f.e-wants-to-hire-someonefcpusiano-whofzp-fp
speaks GREEKH] O —es
] S BER
—  CFoc (3 EFDOLEADEIZDOHH D LAVET D & BOWERND T HiD CFoc ~D%
BYOAFREIZ /R 1L TN, BEBZ 5720 B0EKIC72%, Scope Identity O T
IZAMEHEIN O D long source & 72 B 72, AT & BIEHI CHICBIGER T 5,

« Fragments
(57) A: Does Abby speak the same Balkan language that BEN speaks?

B: *No, CHARLE. (=(30))
(58) A: Did Ben leave the party because ABBY wouldn’t dance with him?
B: *No. BETH. =(@31))

10
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(59) JeiThi (B atetEd)
[cpcrocp) _ Does [tp Abby speak the same Balkan language [cppistann that [Tp BEN speaks ]]]]]
S
~ mER
HIgE (BEE TS [long]) -
[CP(CFocP) BE%“H {@Abbweﬂe&ﬂ&%ﬁﬂ%&kw—h&gﬂgﬂ%%%mﬁeﬂeﬂﬂ]

Q)
Y giEr

(60)
Non-Contrast Contrast
Source (L) Long / Short Long
Source (BdH V) Short *

4. Stripping Construction
4.1. Positive Stripping and Negative Stripping
- Stripping (or Bare Argument Ellipsis)
(61) a.  John ate natto, but not sushi.
b.  John ate natto, but John didn’t eat sushi.
(Yoshida et al. (2014:324))
—  (QITHARAY 72 stripping ODFITH Y . (D)DEKR L FRIFETH D,

- 2 Z A 7@ stripping : positive stripping & negative stripping
(62) Jones likes seafood a lot, and bread too. (Johnson (2019:562))
(63) John ate natto, but not sushi. (= (61a))

- & OREE
Positive stripping : Island insensitive (Potter (2017))

Negative stripping : Island sensitive (Depiante (2000), May (1991), Reinhart (1991))

(64) Speaker A:  James met [ISLAND the student who speaks German].
Speaker B:  Yeah, and French, too.
(Potter (2017:31))
(65) a. *John loves [DP a girl who is learning Italian], but not Spanish.
b. *John left [apjuncr because Mary invited David], but not Bill.
(Yoshida (2014:344))
(66) Positive stripping : fF¥#RE 5 (IFoc)
Negative stripping : xf LA L (CFoc)

11
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« SEEE. 3O M & Positive / Negative stripping D&V I BEH LTV 5,
(67) Ann: Ingrid knows the student who sent a text to another student.
Bill:  Yeah, to ALEXI.
(Yoshida et al. (2019:1519), —#B&1E)
(68) JEATHI (HxaieiiisE) -

[cp [tp Ingrid knows the student [cpps.ano] Who [Tp 1roce _ [ve Sent a text to another student]]]]]

AWgHET (BZ2 & ERVEE [short]) :

[cp fxp-sthefireer TO AL%XI [FOC]—EvP—seH{—a—t%t—'H}}]

(69) Ann: Ingrid knows the student who sent a text to TIM.
Bill: *No, to ALEXI.
(Yoshida et al. (2019:1519), —#BE1E)
(70) ZeiTHN (BEaiefhs)
[cpicrocp) __ [1p Ingrid knows the student [cppsiano) Who [1p sent a text to TIM]]]]
T Q) |
S rax
HIgER (BZEE TS [long]) -
[cP(CFocP) tO ?LEXI {@%gﬁﬂm—mwdeﬂ%m%%{nﬂen&ﬂ%ﬁﬂ]
(RN
ey
—  XHOEWNRAE L L200EB0 T, Kt EZNEL 5,

Thof

4.2. Why-Stripping
* Why-stripping : — L, sluicing & stripping D 5 OMHE % H 7 5
(71) John was eating natto, but why NATTO (and not another food)?
(Yoshida et al. (2014:324))
(72) A: John was eating natto.
B: Ican’tbelieve it! Why NATTO!
—  REOBEESCE LTIRDHE D 72D, MHERE X 20 L LR,

(73) A: My colleague often goes to Sushi-restaurants. He always eats French fries at first.

B: Ican’tbelieve it! Why FRENCH FRIES!
A: #Because he likes it.

12
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+ sluicing & #7025 1
(74) A: John was eating natto.
B: Why NATTO? / *How/*When/*Where NATTO?

i

(Yoshida et al. (2014:326))
—  wh BEIL why IZREIND,

- (negative) stripping & ¥72 % 5
(75) A: No linguist; recommended [pp a book that contains his; own article].
B:  Why HIS; OWN ARTICLE? (Yoshida et al. (2014:343))
(76) A: No politician; hated a political commentator, [adjunct because her criticized his;
campaign].
B:  Why HIS| CAMPAIGN? (Yoshida et al. (2014:343))
-  EPLOKEH LA,

* Why-stripping [EA OME
(77) [Context: John was eating natto.]
*Why NATTO John was eating? (Yoshida et al. (2014:343))
—  Why-stripping TIXHIFRDFHH,

(78) a. Shall we? [Courteous invitation to dance.]
b.  May I? [Polite request for permission to invade a person’s space, e.g. by taking away
an unoccupied chair or performing some action that involves touching them.]
(Miller and Pullum (2014:4))

5. Concluding Remarks
a. HIEMEOBEDLBRILED XS ITH—MICHIT TE 2D,
b. EHIEKRARICBWTEDERDPBIRESNDLGGEE L SNRWVGEERDH DD,

a. i M BLS X Evasion Approach @ T T, Scope Identity % Jiii 7= T4 H 5,

—  long/short source 23M¥E I FIHETZ A, Scope Identity % 7= & 72 VW A HiE B IXGER
Al S ARV,

b. LR AE SN B D 2 HiA WK 13 long source D A FIHE T, fEHAE S B D 2 Hid
13X long/short source O Zfifi Ff A BE,

— RSN E DD remnant X, Scope Identity O % & B &EEZ TERIO LS
WENCBENT 572D HOFRIGER TS (= EIEHEHIR) .

13
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