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Unified Analysis of Repairability of Islands:

With Special Reference to Contrastive and Informational Focus
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Introduction

> AHMEHZ

a. NP ellipsis
b. VP ellipsis

c¢. TP ellipsis (e.g. sluicing, fragment answer)

* Sluicing
(1) a.  Jack bought something, but I don’t know what. (Merchant (2001:3))
b.  Anne invited someone, but I don’t know who. (Merchant (2001:40))
c.  Iremember meeting him, but I don’t remember when. (Merchant (2001:23))

* Fragment Answer

(2) a.  Who did she see?

b John. (intended: She saw John)
3) a.  What’s left for me to eat?
b

Some turkey. (intended: There's some turkey)

(Merchant (2004:673))
> Merchant (2001, 2004, 2008): Movement and PF Deletion Approach
(4)  [cp1 [tp Jack bought something]], but I don’t know [sluicing]
[cp2 what; frpFack-bought#1].
(5) A: [cr1t Who did [1p she see]]? [fragment answer]

B:  [cp2 John fxp-she-saw]].
—  ATEI L R OREENEEINIZ L FEFET D (isomorphic structure),

> HiEIRICER T 5 EOBUENME (Island-(In)sensitivity)

EOHIK) - BOMEEN D OEFEORY H LIZTE R0,
(6) a. *What; did you hear the claim John said #? (Chomsky (1973:233))
b. *Which book; did John meet a child who read #? (Chomsky (1986:34))

* Sluicing:

(7) a.  They want to hire someone who speaks a Balkan language, but I don’t remember which.
b. * ...Idon’t remember [CP which (Balkan language) [TP they want to hire [island someone
who speaks]]].
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(8) a.  Ben will be mad if Abby talks to one of the teachers, but she couldn’t remember
which.
b. *... but she couldn’t remember [cp which (of the teachers) [tp Ben will be mad [isiand
if she talks to]]].
(Merchant (2001:87-88))
— BEEUHEECTHIUIIELE R DITTEN, 8B Z MO BEIESUER,

> Island Repair Approach vs. Evasion Approach
[Island Repair Approach]
- BOEBEERE (Island Repair effects) :
s DOHIFKIOE T E OREEIZ PFHIBRNEH SN D 2 & TIEE SN D,
= BiX PF LUV TR EN 5 HI#

) a. ...I don’t remember [cp which (Balkan language) frp-they-want-to-hirefisiana SOREORE
who speakst|
b. ... but she couldn’t remember [cp which (of the teachers) frp-Ben-wil-be-madfisiand
if she-talksto}}].

* Fragment Answer

(10) A: Does Abby speak the same Balkan language that Ben speaks?

B: *No, Charlie. (Merchant (2004:688))
(11) A: Did Ben leave the party because Abby wouldn’t dance with him?
B: *No, Beth. (Merchant (2004:688))
[Evasion Approach]

> B DOREIE
(12)  They hired someone who speaks a Balkan language — guess which!
(Barros et al. (2014:4))
a.  which he speaks! [short source]
b. *which they hired someone who speaks! [long source]
—  BOFKINIES L2V sluicing 13542 5 72 WG 2B IEHINICE ATV S,
= BITETEL NV CTHRINSHIK

> HHERS vs. xTHE A
(13) A: Does Abby speak the same Balkan language that someone in your syntax class
speaks?
B:  Yeah, Charlie. (Griftiths and Liptak (2014:193))
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(14) A: Iheard they hired someone who speaks a Balkan language fluently.
B:  Yeah, Serbo-Croatian. (Griffiths and Liptak (2014:205))

—  Fragment Answer CT& > T % remnant 23 FHRE S & U TR S D55 S0ER,

(15) a. *The detective ruled out the possibility that Fred killed ABBY, but I don’t know
[who ELSE; [the-detective ruled-out-the possibihity-that Fred-killed+{].
(Fox and Lasnik (2003:152))
b. * Abby wants to hire someone who speaks GREEK, but I don’t remember
[what OTHER languages; fshe-wants-to-hire-someone-whe-speaks+1]
(Merchant (2008:148))
—  Sluicing Tod > T$H remnant 3% LR & U THEIR S 5 56 9E300ER,

ﬁ:ﬁb‘
a. HIEBPAEDLABSBIILED X 5 ITHE—MICOIT TX 5D,
b. R EEEKESRIC PT%@Eﬁ#ﬁﬁéﬂé BLEEINBWGEERH DD
D,

a. HIEBEELIS3 Evasion Approach @ T C, Scope Identity Z i 7= 7 LN H 5,
—  long/short source 23M¥ FRIRE7ZA3, Scope Identity ZJii7= & 72 WA HIE BEIXER
Al SH7RNY,
b.  RHEE SN D HiIE I long source DA fFE R RE T, fH R E SN B D HiE
W& 13 short source @ Z# F AT BE,
— kSN E DD remnant (X, Scope Identity D & B A TEEIOLJEH
ERICBEN T AT B OHIFINGERK T 5 (= BITHEHRIK)

2. Previous Studies
2.1.  Evasion Approach (Barros et al. (2014))
> Non-isomorphic Source

a. Short source

b. Cleft source

c. Predicative source

+ Short Source

(16) They hired someone who speaks a Balkan language — guess which! (=(12))
a.  which he speaks! [short source]
b. *which they hired someone who speaks! [long source]
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(17) a.  John seems to me to be lying about something, but I don’t know what he-stying

abeut.

(# what he-seems-to-me-to-belying-about.) (Barros, et al. (2014:4))
b. Iremember meeting him, but I don’t remember when Hmethim.

(cf. # #when I remember meeting him.) (Merchant (2001:23))

— Short Source DFFIR DA R RE/R AN B D

+ Cleft Source (truncated cleft; Mikkelsen (2005))

(18) They hired someone who speaks a Balkan language — guess which;+-was#!

(Barros et al. (2014:5))
(19)  Either something’s on fire, or Sally’s baking a cake, but I don’t know which.

(Barros et al. (2014:6))
(20)  Either something’s on fire, or Sally’s baking a cake, but I don’t know which it is.

(Barros et al. (2014:6))
—  SETHI L R OREEIIE X 7203 cleft source 13RI AT HE

* Predicative Source
(21)  She bought a big car, but I don’t know how big #/fthe-carthatshe-beught]-was
(Barros et al. (2014:7))
(22) *She bought a big car, but I don’t know how big she bought a car.
(Barros et al. (2014:7))
—  correlate 23R EMEAH 3 X isomorphic source 2MEDON D LA ZH LN TE 720
23, predicative source Cl% I HE,

(23)  John will kiss anyone after the first date, it doesn’t matter who

a. ... who-theyaret
b. # ... who Jehn—willkiss/kisses—+—after—the—first—date (Barros et al. (2014:7))

(24)  John will fight any man, no matter how tall

a. ... how tall heis¢
b. #/*... how tall Jehn-will-fighta-tman/fights-atman
c. # ... how tall a man Jehn—will-fight+ (Barros et al. (2014:8))

> AMKHEIN O % isomorphic source 1Z9 5 & AR DEIERE TH U L EWK & B2 DIGE D
HY . ZDEEIL non-isomorphic source D &K A[REIZ 72 5,
= YEMEEREIC L > TERIRTE W source W5 LW 2 5,
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2.2.  (Non)Contrastivity in Clausal Ellipsis (Griffiths and Liptak (2014))

> Grrifiths and Liptak (2014):
Sluicing & Fragments % . remnant 25 %t SV TV D55 135 ORIKNIER DA H 1L, xtkh
SN TWRWEGEEORIFKNEX N A DI,

* Non-contrastive sluicing

(25) a.  They want to hire someone who speaks a Balkan language, but I don’t remember

which. =)
b.  Ben will be mad if Abby talks to one of the teachers, but she couldn’t remember
which. =®)
c.  Ben left the party because one of the guests insulted him, but he wouldn’t tell me
which.

(Merchant (2001:88))

* Contrastive Sluicing
(26) * Abby wants to hire someone who speaks GREEK, but I don’t remember what OTHER
languages. (Merchant (2008: 148))

* Non-contrastive fragments

(27) A: Iheard they hired someone who speaks a Balkan language fluently.
B:  Yeah, Serbo-Croatian.
B’: Really? Which?
A

(28) I hear that Abby is likely to get mad if Ben speaks to one of the guys from your
syntax class.
B:  Yeah, John.
B": Really? Who?

(Griffiths and Liptak (2014:205-206))

* Contrastive fragments
(29) Felicity condition on contrastive fragments (Griffiths and Liptak (2014:202))
Contrastive fragments are only felicitous if their correlate is contrastively focused.

(30) A: Does Abby speak the same Balkan language that BEN speaks?

B: *No, CHARLE. (Merchant (2004:688))
(31) A: Did Ben leave the party because ABBY wouldn’t dance with him?
B: *No. BETH. (Merchant (2004:688))

- BPREENDLFEATHINGD correlate (2 L MBI D56, FeATHIN R
BERISCNI o BT B DOBEEZIRITR b0,
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3. Proposal
3.1. Information Focus and Contrastive Focus
(32) Cartographic Approach (Rizzi (1997), Cruschina (2006, 2011), Belletti (2001, 2004))

a. CP periphery: ForceP ... TopicP ... Contrastive FocusP (CFocP) ... TopicP ...
Information FocusP (IFocP) ... Finite TP
b. VP periphery: (TopP) ... IFocP ... vP

[ E ]
- CP fHI® IFoc I emphatic IFoc, vP 3 ? IFoc I% neutral IFoc ZfH 5 (Cruschina (2006,
2011)),
CP fE D [emphatic]IFoc & CFoc X FEHi DL JELHRIZ D FBiiL 5 (cf. Cruschina (2006,
2011), Nagata (2022)),
Wh ¥ 8% CP fEJk D InterrogativeP % % —/%7 v h L35,

3.2. Scope Identity under the Evasion Approach
> HIEISIZ T D0 TH & AR ET O BRI
* Griffiths and Liptak (2014:210):
(33) Scopal Parallelism in ellipsis (cf. Fox and Lasnik (2003))

Variables in the antecedent and the elided clause are bound from parallel positions.

+ Abe (2015:44):
(34) Identification Condition on Deletion
An E-site E is semantically identified with its antecedent A if
() A constitutes a presupposition of E or
(i1) E satisfies the truth conditions of A.

« RIEROPELE -
(35) Scope Identity:
a. JEATHEIZ correlate &1 9 G E OEEMIZB W T, HRENIZETHI L F—DKRE S
Db DTRFNITR S (EHIL~UL vs. HDALFI L),
b. Correlate & remnant |5 (Z[Fl—DMENE (VP) ZZNEND AT —FI12 L 50T
AR AR
— Scope Identity % i 72 L T W AVIX E B E N ILEATHI & 13 B 72 5 source (e.g.
short/cleft/predicative) & flf 5 Z & RN TE 5,
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»  Sluicing
(36) Non-Contrast Type:
a. JeATHE: [cp [Tp [1FocP __ [wp ... [cp [TP __ [P [IFocP __ [wP ... correlaterrocy ... 11111

1

b. HMEH: [cP(InterrgativeP) T [P ... [cPanterrgativer) __ frp—= remnant-wh —]]]
— correlate |FHLDIAL S L <IEXFEHID Spec,IFoc ([CHENIT 5 2 & THRE R ORI
bid,

(37) John claimed that Mary bought some books on the Internet, but I don’t remember ...

a. which book Mary-beught. [short source]
b. which book Jehn-elaimed-that Mary-beught. [long source]
—  (a): HOIAHLEIND [Foc ~OBENZ LD H DT, AIEHINIT short source 231
5 (=RAANZET DRI,
(b): EHIND IFoc ~OBINZ L D H DT, HIEHINIL long source 7ML 5,
= EHi - HOIAREINOD &H 5O R CHREHIRG (BB 5 2 & THATH & HIEEINIC
F1F 5 Scope Identity 2MEFE S 415,

(38) Contrast Type:
a. JeATHE:  [cpcroer) [t ... [cp [P ... CORRELATE[FOC ... 11]]]

b. A WEH: [cpcFocp) _ frp——Fepfrp——= remnant-whiroc; —H]
A |

— Correlate & remnant |TZNZ N FEHINZ DAL % Spec,CFoc ~BENT 5 Z & TxitbE
ROFREIRBET 5,

(39)A:  John denied that Mary bought OBAMA’s book on the Internet,
but I don’t know what ELSE.
A’: ..., butI don’t know what ELSE (John denied that Mary bought)
A”:??..., but I don’t know what ELSE (Mary bought).

(40)A:  John denied that Mary ate three APPLES, but I wonder how many GRAPES.
A’ ..., but I wonder how many GRAPES (John denied that Mary ate).
A”:77..., but I wonder how many GRAPES (Mary ate).
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* Fragments (cf. Nagata (2022))
(41) Non-Contrast Type:
a. JoATHi: [cp [tp ...[1FocP ,  [vp... [cP [TP IFocP _ [vP... coprelate ... ]]]]]
(i I
b. HMEH: [cp [tp ...[1Focp __ [wp-.. [cPfzpfiroce—Tfsp— remnantiroc) =111
A
— Fragment |3 wh ZZNE G LW, EH 5 6 HOALE L <IZFEHID [FocP ~#
B4 5HZ & TRHRBMERDOBRPEOND,

(42) A: John reported that Mary ate something.
Bi:  Yeah, an apple-Mary-ate. [short source]
B2:  Yeah, an appleJohnreported-that Mary-ate. [long source]
— B HOIALHIND [Foc ~DBENZ LD H DT, AIEHINIL short source 2341
D (=RYNTELT D).
By: EHINOD IFoc ~OBENZ XL 5 H DT, HIEHEINIX long source 23MEHiL 5,
= FHi - HOIAAHIND EH D [a] CHEREHIIGICBENI I 5 2 & THRATH &L FIEEINIZ
F1F 5 Scope Identity 2MEFE S 415,

(43) Contrast Type:
a. JeATHI:  [cpcrocry  [tp ... [cp [tp ... correlate ... ]1]]]

b. HMEHT:  [cpcrocp) T Frp—tfepfrr— remriant —1]

— Correlate & remnant |TZNZ N FEHINZ DAL % Spec,CFoc ~BENT 5 Z & TxitbE
ROFREIRBET 5,

(44) A: John denies that Mary ate an APPLE.
B: No, a GRAPE.
B’:  No, a GRAPE john denies (that Mary ate).
B”:??No, a GRAPE Mary ate.

(45) A: John denies MARY ate the cake.
B: No, LISA.
B’:  No, LISA John denies (ate the cake).
B”:??No, LISA ate the cake.

! F(ocus)-marked 72 BEFITAMEAEINIC AR L T T H BEEREBLAAIEE (Abe (2015), Nagata (2022)ft),

8
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3.3. Island (In)Sensitivity in Clausal Ellipsis
» Island INSENSITIVE Sluicing and Fragments
* Sluicing
(46)a. Abby wants to hire someone who speaks a Balkan language, but I don’t remember which.
= @)
b. Ben will be mad if Abby talks to one of the teachers, but she couldn’t remember which.
=@®)
c. Ben left the party because one of the guests insulted him, but he wouldn’t tell me which.
(=(25))
. . S ME R Z B8
@n kT (HzatetEid) J |
[cp [P Abby [iFocp [vp Wants to hire someone [cppstano] Who [1p [1Foce  [wp Speaks a Balkan

languagel]]]]

Q)
& BiER

EWEE (523 £RWHEE [short])

[cP(nterrgativeP) WhiCl}T‘(language) fre-he-speaks |f 1

— FRITEA~OBEN TS OESIT KLV PR SN 5 72D B OFEN O [Foc ~DOBEHE) D7
A[HE, Scope Identity D T, AWEHEiIL short source A I Al HE,

« Fragments
(48)A: I heard they hired someone who speaks a Balkan language fluently.
B:  Yeah, Serbo-Croatian.
B’: Really? Which? =@7)
(49)A: I hear that Abby is likely to get mad if Ben speaks to one of the guys from your syntax

class.
B:  Yeah, John.
B":  Really? Who? (=(28))

5 DiE R % [

(50)eATHT (&% & TetErs) -

[cp [tp I heard [cp [1p they [iFocp [y heard someone [cpusiano) Who [1p 1Foce _ [vp Speaks a Balkan

language fluently]]]]] Q) BER
&

AWEHET (Bx2& £ [short]) :

[CP{;p—h%{;peep—sERBO-%ROATIAN[FOC]{@—Sp%akS— T flaenthy1]]]

— BHEISHIRA~OBENLE ORI LV PR SN2 2D BOFHIRIN D IFoc ~DBE)D
A[HE, Scope Identity T, AWEEiIL short source A I Al HE,
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+ Short Reading

(51) They hired someone who speaks a Balkan language — guess which! =12))
a.  which he speaks! [short source]
b. * which they hired someone who speaks! [long source]

(52)A:  Mary hired someone who speaks one of German languages.
Bi:  Yeah, English (s/he speaks).
Bo:# Yeah, English (John hired someone who speaks).

* W AERT A b
(53)A: John hired a man who owns French restaurants.
B: Yeah, German too.
a. Interpretation;: A man owns both French and German restaurants [short reading].
b. Interpretationz: # John hired two men. One owns French restaurants. The other man
owns German restaurants [long reading] .
(54)A: John hired a man who speaks French.
B: Yeah, German too.
a. Interpretation;: A man speaks both French and German.
b. Interpretationz: # John hired two men. One speaks French. The other man speaks
German.
= ValrPESTERN ZNOLIER (L% & i) 3R ER
= short source ZfEH L TW2D Z L35,

» Island SENSITIVE Sluicing and Fragments
(55)a. * Abby wants to hire someone who speaks GREEK, but I don’t remember what OTHER

languages. =@27))
b. *ABBY bought a big car, but I don’t know how big BEN did. (Merchant (2008:143))

(56) ATH (Ha @it
[cp(cFocP) __ [TP Abby [,p Wants to hire someone [cpuscano] Who [1p [wp speaks GREEK]]]]]

I\
) szx

BHigE (BEA 3 TS [long]) -
[cpcrocr) What OTHER languages frp-Abbyf.p—wants—to-hire-someonefcppstano-whofre-fip
speaks- GREEKIHH] | S
] S BER
— CFoc [ZEH DLEJEATRIZDH B % EARET D & HONEN B EH D CFoc ~DF
O LFTRRIZR DX TIEN, BEMZ 572D EOERKIZ/: %, Scope Identity D T Tl
BREETIN OREE B long source & 725728, JofTHI & FIEHI CHICHITERT 5,

10
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(57) A: Does Abby speak the same Balkan language that BEN speaks?

B: *No, CHARLE. (=(30))
(58) A: Did Ben leave the party because ABBY wouldn’t dance with him?
B: *No. BETH. (=@31))

(59)JcATEN (& & eiEis)
[cpcrocp) _ Does [tp Abby speak the same Balkan language [cppscano] that [Tp BEN speaks ]]]]]

S
Y gaR

B (BAHTeHiE [long]) -
[CP(CFocP) BE%H {@Abbﬁ%p%&k&ﬁk%ﬂ&m%ﬂﬂéaﬂ—kwgﬂng—%[@—i—sp%ﬂ]

Q)
Y eERr

(60)
Non-Contrast Contrast
Source (/&5fE L) Long/Short Long
Source (Fd 1) Short *

4. Stripping Construction
4.1. Positive Stripping and Negative Stripping
+ Stripping (or Bare Argument Ellipsis)
(61)a. John ate natto, but not sushi.
b. John ate natto, but John didn’t eat sushi.
(Yoshida et al. (2014:324))
—  (a)lFHAI 7 stripping OB TH Y . b)DEH EFRIFETH 5,

-+ 2 X A 7’ stripping : positive stripping & negative stripping
(62) Jones likes seafood a lot, and bread too. (Johnson (2019:562))
(63) John ate natto, but not sushi. (=(61a))

- & & OBENE
Positive stripping : Island insensitive (Potter (2017))

Negative stripping : Island sensitive (Depiante (2000), May (1991), Reinhart (1991))
(64)Speaker A: James met [isiand the student who speaks German].

Speaker B:  Yeah, and French, too.
(Potter (2017:31))

11
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(65)a. *John loves [pp a girl who is learning Italian], but not Spanish.
b. *John left [adjunct because Mary invited David], but not Bill.
(Yoshida (2014:344))
(66) Positive stripping : #71H #(IFoc)
Negative stripping : %} bt 5{(CFoc)

< SEEE. XEEMEDOHME L Positive / Negative stripping OE VM EBSE L TV 5,
(67)a. Ann: Ingrid knows the student who sent a text to another student.
b. Bill: Yeah, to ALEXI.
(68)a. Ann: Ingrid knows the student who sent a text to Tim.

b. Bill:*No, to ALEXI.

(Yoshida et al. (2019:1519), —&BEIE)
— KHEDOBWRNEC D0EN T, FidEIcE=NEL 5,

4.2. Why-Stripping
* Why-stripping : — 5., sluicing & stripping O 5 OMEE 2 F T %
(69) John was eating natto, but why NATTO (and not another food)?

(Yoshida et al. (2014:324))
+ sluicing & 72 %

(70)A: John was eating natto.
B: Why NATTO? / *How/*When/*Where NATTO?

(Yoshida et al. (2014:326))
— wh EHIX why IZIRESND,

+ stripping & #7225 5O
(71)a. *John was eating natto, but I think (that) not sushi.
b. John was eating natto, but ’'m wondering why NATTO (and not other things)?

(Yoshida et al. (2014:326))
— stripping |38 LD IALEINIT AL A FTRETZ 25, why-stripping |25 £ AT RE,

+ (negative) stripping & %72 % 1@

(72) A: No linguist; recommended [pp a book that contains his; own article].

B: Why HIS; OWN ARTICLE? (Yoshida et al. (2014:343))
(73) A: No politician; hated a political commentator; [adjunct because he; criticized his; campaign].
B: Why HIS; CAMPAIGN? (Yoshida et al. (2014:343))

— BN O O H LANATHE,

12
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- Why-stripping [&E A OMEE
(74) [Context: John was eating natto.]
*Why NATTO John was eating? (Yoshida et al. (2014:343))
—  Why-stripping ClZHI R FH 1,

(75)A: John was eating natto.
B: Ican’tbelieve it! Why NATTO!

— ORI E UTIRDHE D 120, MR X 2B L L7auy,
(76)a.  Shall we? [Courteous invitation to dance.]
b.  May I? [Polite request for permission to invade a person’s space, e.g. by taking away an

unoccupied chair or performing some action that involves touching them.]

(Miller and Pullum (2014:4))

5. Concluding Remarks

a.
b.

o

HIEME D HBBUTE D X D ITH NI TE DD,

REHEBRZICB VW TEOERDPBEINLIHE L SNRWVEERH DD
VAR

A S BLS X Evasion Approach @ FC, Scope Identity % i 7= 13 H 5,
long/short source 23# FHRIEE7Z 73, Scope Identity % i 7= & 72 WA EIE MK IXER
Al SH7RNY,

R 3B D HiAE BE 13 long source D A fF F R RE T fH R E SN BE o D HiE
fi% 13 short source O #fi ] AT HE,

fLEE SN E ML D remnant [, Scope Identity D % & B A& Z CTERIOLSEH
WEIZRBENT 72O R OHIRINGER T 5 (= FIEHEEHIKD) .

13
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