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Focus of toritateshi dake and discourse focus

IDO Misato

This article argues that toritateshi dake is independent from discourse focus. Previous studies
treat toritateshi as a focus particle following Rooth’s (1985) focus adverbs. However, the problem
remains that these studies treated various toritateshi together while neglecting to pay attention to
the particle’s syntactic position. I will demonstrate that toritateshi dake does not possess any
relation to discourse focus through three syntactic tests: (1) Can dake appear in presupposition of
cleft sentences? (2) Can dake take narrow scope in negative sentences? (3) Can dake induce an
intervention effect? Furthermore, |1 will show that the apparent relationship of dake to discourse
focus can be explained by asymmetry of subject and object. Moreover, | will also show that
instances of dake that appear following the adjunct’s position should not be treated as the argument

position’s dake.
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