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A study on the speech level shift among people
both having equal friendship and superior/

subordinate relationship

LIU Yajing

This paper attempts to illustrate the principal rules of the speech level shift among people both
having equal friendship and superior/subordinate relationship. Based upon the conversation study
among three close friends, this paper reaches the following arguments. Firstly, the speech level in a
conversation involving both equal friendship and superior/subordinate relationship is basically
decided by superior/subordinate relationship. Secondly, there always exists a shift from “DA” to
“DESU/MASU” when: 1) a sentence is used as a customary usage or a conversation ends; 2) one
person criticizes the others; 3) one person provides opposite opinions. Such a speech level shift is
applied as a strategy to keep a psychological distance intentionally so as to be stick to one’s own
opinions. Thirdly, there appears a shift from “DESU/MASU” to “DA” when: 1) one tries to express
his own views or feelings; 2) one repeats other’s words. Such a shift indicates an indirect link

between the conversation content and opposite opinions from others.
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