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Semantic Analysis of “te-yaru™:

Focusing on non-benefit expression

Kazumi TORITA

The Auxiliary benefactive verb “te-yaru”, though typically used to express benefit,
also possesses a non-benefit usage as can be seen in the following example - “Himitsu o
barashiteyaru (Lit. I will his/her secret away.)”. This paper rejects the previous view

that treats “fe-yaru” as “benefit for object” and proposes instead that the central
meaning of “te-yaru” is intentional “approach” and “change”.

When an “approach” is favorable, “te-yaru” expresses “benefaction” or
“self-display”, and when an “approach” is not favorable, “te-yaru” becomes an
expression of “non-benefit”. “Expressions of self-display” are formed when the agent
=speaker” and “only favorable actions of benefit” are used. However, there is no clear

distinction between “benefactive” and “non- benefactive” expressions. For this reason,
“te-yaru” can be treated as either, depending on the context.

29



