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Features of Different Reading Rates

MARUSHIMA Ayumi

The purpose of this study is to investigate what characterize(s) speech that has different rates.
Four subjects read six kinds of text using three kinds of speech rate and I measured the poses
duration and calculated the speech rates and articulation rates.
The results were as follows:
(1)  The speech rates decreased when the texts were read slowly, and increased when they
were read quickly.
(2)  Some articulation rates did not decrease or increase, no matter whether the subjects read
the texts quickly or slowly.
(3)  The duration of the poses at the periods (“, ™) was shorter when the texts were read
quickly, and longer when they were read slowly.
(4)  As the duration of poses at the commas (““, ”’) was longer when the texts were read slowly,
it did not change when they were read quickly.
(5)  The subjects almost always inserted poses at the periods, whichever rates were intended,

but at the commas they inserted more poses when they read slowly and fewer poses when

they read quickly.
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