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(1) a. John; tried [PRO; to go to Tokyo].
b. John; persuaded Mary; [PROx; to go to Tokyo].
¢. [PRO,y, Smoking] is harmful.

ZEHIE D EWMR O F 213X, (1a, b) Tl #iXIZRB T 2 2= EFHEITENENE LD FFE
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AN&EETOTIEARLS, A FKEZERLTWD (&R AR 2006), /TR TIEE, (le)
oD KD RIEREA T D EWARILTEOMR & XN T 5,

Flo. AR OHREZ b HOERITE rBEROERTZT T, BENR LD LFEET 5,
Chomsky (1986: 117) X, {EE DEIR % ) DPROuw (2K Jis 3 2 BALE M 22 B3R 1L 55 Tl
“one”, RA YVEETIL “man”, 7 TV AFETIX “on” THHEIEHL WA, /-, Rizz
(1986) Tik, A # VU TREIZEIT D “la gente” ITEE DR Z b Dprog |2 ki3~ 2 BAIER) 72
FERELTHWLNTWD, (2a, b) ® (fiXXD) EFEMLEIZH D “one”, (2c) O HWIFENL
EIZH D “lagente” X, WTNHEEOMREZAGT L EFbiLd,

(2) a. One shouldn’t do such thing. (Chomsky1986: 117)
b. We would scarcely believe [one capable of such action]. (A 1)
c. Questo conduce (la gente) alla seguente conclusione. (Rizzi1986: 501)

“This leads (people) to the following conclusion.’

AR, (Io). (2) (21T D 22§iE, BEMRRAFTNA T D L 5 LB DR A & D%
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THEBEL, [EEDOE /) Z2RTELZDHGEME TIIME LIS WZ L E2RT, SbIlT, £
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fama it~ 5,
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Rl ARONIGZ2RT, £lo, ARO#EmOTLERMERDE/ LITEDL I D
DINZONWTER D, £DO LT, (EBEDOE ) ZRTBEENLERIIAAETIE ) T
D LB 5, 3 Hi TR ATRE O A & DZeFilE O LR IC B3 5 Je TR 2 8L L .
EEDE ) 2R THGEL Yo BHEOLZRICHONWTELRT S, £/, EEOE /) XK TH
e W) DEREREZFLIZKNWI LA 2, LD UL EEGEHEO L~V e 2
DDLU NBIREEL, EOBBIZOWTHHEZNZ 5, 4 #HiTlX, A2 L 58450%
AARGEIZBW T T2, FEEICBWTH RO, BEENZREKRGVE L OBIRT
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21 BEEORFRNOIETREREFRBDIUE

EEOMERIZ BT 2 e TAfZE L, S3EIZRE L CId Chomsky (1981, 1986), A1 L 3EIZES
L CIZ Sufier (1983), 1 % U 7 #EIZB LTI Rizzi (1986), H AGEIZES L TI% Kuroda (1983),
I (1993), @ik - AEF (2006) 72 EN DD, Lo L, AREOMEROFEREFIZEE LTI,
HATHFE Tl E 7288 — L= A3 72\, Chomsky (1981) Tik, {EEOHRIZIANZ T &R
T 5 L WIREICHER S 4v, £ 72, Rizzi (1986) TiE, (EEOMRIL [+human] OFMEE DL
INTWD, ZHIZH LT, Kuroda (1983), #21L (1993) 72 & Tl EEOHERIIMEED
ANET TR AEEDE /b E®RT L E SN TWD,

(3) a. It is possible [PRO,, to roll down the hill]. (Chomsky1981: 324)

b. L’ambizione spesso spinge _ a commettere errori. (Rizzi1986: 503)
‘Ambition often pushes people to make mistakes.’

¢ *[FHENPROWE 9 Z XA BTV S, (Kurodal983: 154)

d. ¥R 7> 5PROwIRIL D12 & 1d. NEOMIRIZ SR8 D, (%111 1993: 58)

Chomsky (1981) 1. (3a) OAEFHIODOZZEFEIZOUVT, “roll down the hill” B&IZW T4
NEFEIZETHOWITTHSD L, £72 PRO BP—RICAMIZIESND HEDTHRWDTH
A, (Ba) 1E. ABREELA VKDL D ZLICOVWTHERLNTND Z ENTE LM, HN
FRNVIEHD Z LICOVWTIRRTNA Z L IIEET ALV ERE TS, D0, &
DIERIINTZ T Z4a~T 5 & LTS, —J7, Kuroda (1983), 52111 (1993) 1%, £ £ (3c)
(Bd) &b o TEEOMEREZ b DZHiE L B BN EICHBL L 2 RV Efm L TWD, Zih
OFISCTIE, BiE H O ) O BREE. JERMEENE R b OFFEIIMrOWTHL &A
bivd, ZHHDFIN G, Kuroda R ILDPMEREOMIRILE / # biErTHE L TNWH I &
NI IND,

F (2008) %, Chomsky (1981), Rizzi (1986) 7 EIZHEV, (LR OMIRIINEZERT 5 &
WO N T HARGRICB T DIEE DN ERTERITER L. EOBNFITONWTELE LT,
AfFlL. Kuroda (1983). $1L (1993) 72 EIZHEWV, (R OB ZE~T 556 12
L. EEOMRE HHOEHR LB EEORRIIONTELET D,

22 BEDE/ LEIFEDLSIBHLDM

ATE Gk 272 L 912, Kuroda (1983). #£1U (1993) 72 KL, EEOMIIMEEOET ) %
BIFRTHLELTND, EZAN, fEEDE ) DEEICOWTUTHMIZH L TR, K
FCiE, EEDOANOMEEBBIILRRL, FEDOE LIZED XS RbDONTHONTE
X CHD,

1 HiCHRZZ X 1T, AT T, (Ie) DX D 72ZEEFES (2) O X 5 745 “one” “la
gente” IIFFEDANER ST, RREEDOAN, AH—BREZEKRL, (LEOMRE O L Fbi
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Do DEN AEEONIREDHENEZIRS T, ANl —KE2RTOTHD, £72. kD 4) I
9 K 912, Moltmann (2006) (X ALEDOMIREZ AT 256 F5EICHB T 5451 “one” 13,
TN—TR7 T A, FZRTRELITHWELIZKWERRFHL WD, 2F0 | (EEOE
FUIRIC 7 NV — T 7 EOFR /RS 720,

(4) a. # One does not know each other well.
b. # One could become rare.

c¢. This kind of animal could become rare.
(Moltmann2006: 260)

(4c) 1T K 9T, FERIZ E KT % F5E “the kind of animal” |XIRFE “rare” & L9573,
4b) IZHHEED NERKTRAFHD “one” 1L “rare” EHE LIz W, Fo, (da) ITRT
LI MEEDANERT “one” 1L, ZNV—T I T A% EWT HKEL “each other” & $ Ik
LIz,

UERTEILAEEDOANDEREZEIZL, AR TIE AEEDOE  IIFEDE /| HHIR
IN—"T" JTAREERST, W—REE®RTHEHR D, £/-. BHARGETIE, UMK
ERTIE, ) LV ERPMEDND L EZD

(B)a. NADHFICHE TN TVRNNTF =y 7 LTLEEND,
b. EFEVICRD L, HrlklT I eNEL< D,
c. FHHIHZTZ D DRITR,

(52) 1%, HEEZFRANRAZED HFIEETHRETHD | %®E%h®r%Jiﬁﬁ®%
J TR AEEDOE ) Thd, (5b) 1F, SUAERITHRHI R REHIBREEICH D | — AT
NTHEVWOHEEERRDL LD TH D, %@E%%@F%Ji(%)kﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ®%/
EEMWT D, £70. (5a,b) 2B D W) ITRFEDE ) R LRV, BBINICAFET
HE ) EREAT D ERbND, —J7, (Sc) BT D HMNED W) X, BEOHFET D
L0 BGRE ) ERT T (Sa, b) LB TNDR, ZRMBETNEITFFEN
T fEEMTHDHE VI AT (Sa, b) LTS, ZoXH12, HAGETIL, FEM
WCAFET 2E /) Thiv, #iRMRE ) Thil, EEDOE ./ THIUX W) &) BERPE
PND,

VAR, ) L WS BERIITEOE ) LESRNE NS OTIRRL  [EBEOE ) 2 RT121E ) &
WIOBEERANLNTHEVWEEZ S, () IORT LI, BABTIE, W) L) EHEITZ 0 HEREE
D50, Ao SRR AT 5, Bl (5) L RAY. () Tk, ) AE. BE TR & SOk
HIBEESIC b B A, BEDMD, DT TE LD EIRT 5,

()a. #7ainol,
b. KERIZMNBERL T DL DT,
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Afald, AEBEOE  IIRBHINHET HE bHRIRE ) bRT LT, £72. 4]
EWVHERITMEEDE ) ZRTOIMERALLEEL, UT, AEEDOE/ 2K W] OHH
ICER L, 8217,

3 EERORRE L ORBEDLEE

CoTH. BT EEOMRE ORI OARIC KT 5 TR E BT 5. Kz,
R BOIEEOE / AR TEE (M) LU rER L ORIV TEREL, EEOE
VT BHEIE R ER LA LIS Ve D 2 L AT 5, Z0%, ZOmmIco
NI ENZ S,

31 EATHAR
Z OHITIE, ALE OR A D ZE ks DAL 2 OV T HAGE Z 0 ITER U TV Kuroda
(1983). ¥21l (1993). £ (2008) \Z >\ CTHEE T %,

3.1.1 Kuroda (1983). &1 (1993)

Kuroda (1983) 1%, & % ZZHilEI TR DR Z DD THAUL, PROWp THDH E LTED
HARGE CIHMEEOMRE b OZEHRE ORI L THEFE L AR Z LBV 2D LT
Do DFEV | AEEDOHRZ b OPROwIF EFEMEIZ LB TE . HAGELEIZITH B
LW eEimlbTng,

(6) a. John persuaded Mary; [PRO; to go to Tokyo].
b. [PRO, Smoking | is harmful.
c. ¥*PRO kicked Mary.
d. *John kicked PRO.
(7) a. [PROu RKIKAZ B 5 Z L ITJZEL HIL TV D,
b. *[FHEAPROE 5 Z LITFEL H T D,
(Kuroda1983: 154)*

PRODAFAT B IZPROEFIC LV HE SN TWD, DF VY, PROIFHZE SRV
B9 2, (6) ([Z/RT X 51T, HEETIL, PROIFZAGR (eement) [ ZHER SN2 WARETEE ((6a)
D XD BRATEFHIR (6b) D K O REMAFIET) OFEFEMEIIZHBLT 555, (6c) DL D72
TETEEI O EFEMER (6d) O K 9 72850 B AFEALED O ITHR S 1L 5,

AAREICBI LTS & Kuroda (1983) 1. (7a) TN KIKEZH > THEEL HH T

2 RREOBIRFISCOFTIL, B BEEBFELEEL MR EINH 5,
3 % (Government): RODOLME AT TR, aldpi kLT 5,
(@ a2%pZ mHaL,
(b) BEXETZT N TORKEHNGEIEN o 2L L TWVD (o & AR — DR KZFFENICH D),
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L2 EEEWL, TOEEFBIMEEOMRE AT D720, HiED (6b) & [AIERIZPRO,, TH
HELTWD, —H, mﬁfi #E [H o) OEEIGEIREDMEZIET Z LN TE
YR %*ﬁx%?ﬂ%ﬁ‘é%ﬁ&#kﬂﬁb\ ZFDOEAIZ OV T, KurodalZ., PROIZENF D H
MIRE7R E DRI N AMEIZHEBLL 2 W28, (Tb) DZEHIGEIMTEOMRREZ - &
DARARE T, EEOMRE L TIRA DN OGEEREKICR D LT D,

F7o. (Ta) OXERE [KKZE S Z &) 1%, FFHIEE “0) v 2B0ERH TH DL, EF
D22 FEFEZPRO & AL T DIIPROFEFLDIEIZ /2 5 D TIXR W E WD BN H D, Z
AKX LT, Kuroda (1983) 1. EFEZHMAET HDIFAGRTH V| Tense TIXRWNE WD
Chomsky (1981) DB IRV, HAGEIZIZAGRA 22 EHIDIEEEI 2N BfR 72
<, EFEITHEREINNE LTS, 2D, (Ta) DZEEFEITIPRO, TH D ERE L T
HLPROTEFLDGER & 1T 5720 R T W5, —J5, PROTHIC LV, PROITHMIGENE
@E®ﬁ$éhéﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁbz@wt@\m»miol\mmmﬁE%%ﬁEK$ET
% &R D,

1 (1993) b Kuroda (1983) & [AIERIC, LB OfFIRZ b D2 HiEIL HAEMEIC LvER
I, HARBMLEICARE LWE LTWDR, 61T, EEDOMRA b D22 fikEIXIERerE
BhE O EFEALE AR T D2, IERMSEF O FFEMEICITER L2V E bl TV s,

(8) a. [PROu, -l T T D DIX]EEL U,
b. *[BLAPRO B T D DIXEEL VY,
(9) a. [IKHFIZPROp SO Z EIFEL SN TV S,
b. *[EFIZPROWHIILD Z E N L B D,
(%2111 1993: 57-58)

X, 8a) ICRITHZEFFEITH A EWT 522 LN TE 58, (8b) ITBIT D22 HAGE
I E WV ORFROBERIZCE D Z LIXTERNE L TWD, F2, (9a) OIERERK BN
(&< OEFFEFIAM a2 ST ENTE DN, (9b) OIEREEE] (s 0%
FEII AR E2 ST H0 L LTRSS N E LTWD, ZOBHEIE, FEH&EhiE o -
FEITL &b & HIEEMEICAR L, TOMBEITEHEICL > TREINDONMETH D720
EE DR % & SPROIZAER LW N S THD & ST DY,

2952, Kuroda (1983). $111 (1993) i, HAGEIZI T HLE OIEIR &2 & > 22 il
I¥PRO,, CdH D & L. PROIFFFE SN TR L RNTZO, ALE DR %Z & DOPRO,w I H Y
FENMEICAR LRV THD LR RTINS,

YRk, EEOMBRIMEEOA, AR REBWRT S, LA, B (1993) T, BeF i
REBEEOMRNTHD LINTND, DFV | FEEOHRBIERT HEAIT NS <Y RENIZR-
TWD, AFERIT, HEROLF I, [EEOMRIIMEEDOANE LT LT 5, (LEORROFERHFHICE
LT, #il (1993) & —E L TW2RWAS, HAJFENLE O ZEHIMEIPROW AT 5 X 9 RMEEORIRE b
722N LWV EEERICTZTIER T 5,
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3.1.2 E (2008)

£ (2008) IE, HAFEIZH T DIEEDNE R 226G & R4 TN &L DORBBIRIZO
WTEBZL, Eammﬁ%%oz FBATEMIC Tl < B e U CTHELT 223, (LR O
Wz b O HAEEEE r BTl SBEMICHBT 2B M 13 & 5 & v ) —fR{bERE LT,

(10) a. [ea/ 7?2 ADXZ N2 Z W 5 DIF] L < 22,
b. SR TN AN E FenE LERD Z EIT]LL B D,
(£ 2008: 26)

U%)  AERZ N TR S TH IR E W) TR R EM 2R TR Y, @ (%D

FBIMEEDONTH S, £72,(10a) & [RERIC, (10b) 1F—EAIRBEEZLE DL THY |
@@T%Li@éj®5%&rkj%ﬁm@ﬁﬁ%h?@fi@< EEDOANEERT LHE
bbb, EEOANEZETERIT, BABETIIErEEOIENT TA)] &) BEIEM 24
FbHHD (F 2008: 23), & ZAM, (10a) [T L2, EEOMRE b HOEEITE R
KXTHB LTI 6T, TA] LW BENREXCTHE T 5 L FREN TR DL, €D
—J7. (10b) |\Z/RT X D1, EEOMRRE D HIREILFICBEMICHEBEL L 2 T o
T Be g THELT 2 SAEE OIS LIZ< <25,

ZO—f%{biX, Kuroda (1983), $11 (1993) TrREN7z, EEOMREZ L OZEH#ELE
FEALEICAER L, HRREMEIITAERZE L E NI ERLE-FH LTS, LirL, TOH
HIZBI L Tlx, Fix, Kuroda, #ZILE Bip 720845 LT,

ATCIR 7= X 912, Kuroda, 11T, & 5 ZE#EEDMTE OfER % 2D ToHILIZPRO,, T
bHELTWD, Zhuzxt LT, £if, [EEOMREZ & OZEHEIILT LHPROTH S &
TR NEER L, 7 1 DlE, Takezawa (1987) I[Z9EV, HARGETIX, EFEIFAGR
IZE - TTIHARLSIFHHIFEC Lo THER SN D & L, (EEOMIRE © %28 E5EIEproa, & LT
DT RETHDE LT, £72. b9 1 -DlE, Hasegawa (1984/5) (e, ZZEHAGEITE =
F8y7’ﬁﬁénémﬁf%é&ngﬁmﬁﬁ%%o%ﬁ%wE%%m%_@5%é\
BEELTHITRETHDL L LIz, 61T, AEREOMRZ & HBYFEN BRI H
L, BELIZSWOIL, E%%@ﬁ GROME Y ZIZRDBERORFEIZ LD L ERL
77

ZDXHIT, E (2008) X, Kuroda (1983), ¥1U (1993) L Hixo7-7 7V a—F % H\T
WD, AEEOMIR 2 b 2 HiEI AL E IS LavERE -, BAUGEMEICI3AR Ly
VI EEIRICE L i~ L T 5,

32 T4 OB%E

F (2008) 1L, HAFETIEL, EEDOAERTHWGEIINE LI <, BEMICHET S
ERNH D &) —fRILEIRE LT, Afa Tk, Zo—bix. EDOET /) 2£ 9 HAE
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ICETHERENI D EEX D, ZOMTHE, XD LIV EHETEBRO L~V e 2D
DLASAPHRGEEL TH D,

321 XLARNLIZEWNTO M1 ORE
22fICBWTHIRRZX D1, (1) ((5) OFEHE) ITH 2 HMEED ) X, Wbk
EDE ) TERLAEEDE ) ZEWT 5,

(1) a. RAOFIZHeENTHRNWNTF =y 7 LTLEEND,
b. FHEVIZRD L, Btk TZenE D,
((5) D)

B0 BRI R R E 2R T BRI THETH D I2H 00 61,
SEMICIIMAEARERTH Y 2 TUTRLARWFETH L, 21Uk (12) TiEH T %,
(12) IZRT LI, ZNHOHMEEEZErRRICT 5 & fEEDE / W) RIRM LiIc<
K2V FEDE /) ZEWT LR85, 2FV, EEDE/ 2RI HWEE ) 13
ICBATERIC B L2 T Ud e 677, B LI Wb D Th 5,

(12) a. * S ADHFZeg s TR WNNTF = v 7 LTLIEE N,
b *MEFVIZMRD L emlk & T T LNEL D,

F7-. Sugioka (1984) HLLAT D X 5 Bl fER L T\ 5,

(13) a. He writes to earn a living.
b. #hix *WE) EOTEL LTS,
Sugioka (1984: 90)

Sugioka (1984) 1%, H#FETIX, (13a) IR T X I, BEOBWRERARHE THLEA. £
O HBFEIZBEAICHI L2 Th ., Ba 2 TR EILT 528, HAGETIZ, (13b) 12
AT XY, BEIET TIERNE T, STARREO BRIEE ) ZHBLSE R T 6
RNEFRREL TV D,

BRI OmE 26 F 21X, (13b) Tik, 5 1<) O BEE T 13/haie. A,
ZRER EOEY) AREEW®RT D EBDbNRS, 0L RERIIABELAE - TWBIEEDT
J OB, 2F 0, EEOY, W—i%) LD L fRAREHIXIRE S, /S Ro T
WAHD, NREDEFR, LEOM)NERTERILHBFENE TIERE LIZ< Wen ) B
XA & AHIED 72U,
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322 EEBEEELANLIZENTO Y OBE
Sugioka (1984) %, %m&Hxﬁwﬁéﬁﬁmwmémowfﬁtéﬁm\uT@ﬁK
DVWTHR L T\ 5, JEEICH T 2 EERE “writer” [XEhF “write” 7HIRAE L, (14a) T
13X, “write” @ HAYFE iﬁf% HBLL TR, 20 BRVEEZ BBUL S 51Ti%, (14b) @
X957 PP OB T, HDHWF (l4c) O X H XN TEILEIND, ZHIZH LT, HAGE
TiE, hEESIRAE LB ERE L. Bha a4 ek 35721 Tk v i bl . (15) I
AT LI, ZFOEEAMGEEZRA L2 TR L0,

(14) a. John’s father is a famous writer.
b. writer of the article

c. song writer
(15) HEX, NoiFE, ZEES, AT, av—TvyLEX
(Sugiokal984: 88)

JEFED “writer” [THHYT 5 HAGEIL WEE) Thd, Z0MWEZ] IZBT25 )
T EAAR BN E 729, 72728 (Theme) HONMLE A HD D721 TH DD, RiERND
%> Cd % & Sugioka (1984) IFFEM LT\ 5, EEX ) O X ) 2ifiEz b oEAREL. H

FEICBWTIIHEZ S FET D,

(16) LY . Wz, ¥5e 0. MR 2. WEnb (% ¥ B HIRE
WiiC. WiEn., Winx (\ZHE H 09RE
WY Mo, Wit (D3 H HIRE

(17) BV, TL¥, EXW. w0, Tenm, 1B Y
(Sugiokal984: 88-89)

323 AFHEHIDFEELD

3.2.1 fiik 322 HiTlk, EEOE ) ZRTHIGEN L L -VUZBW T HEAERRO L
ALZBWTHBHE LICS W E 25 U7, £ (2008) IZBWTHBLE L, fEEDANE R
THRGENRE LIZK WEW) Z LA MRTLE AERTLHAETHL MERTHETH.
EEOMREZ L HOBERITHGEMVE TIIHME LIZS WEWS ZENEF 2D, Zud, {BE
DFRIR % b D ZE#IE T H WRENE IIXAER L2 2 v ) Kuroda (1983), #2100 (1993) D
FAE XA DAMHLC e D B X BILD,

3.3 ¥ HBE%E LIS < LR

328 TR L HIC, BARBTIIEEDE ) 2R THE W) 1TEEMETIIEeE
AMeEhniz<vy, ZoOZ EiEFEE (2008) TEZHLIALED ANERTEE [N 25 HAUFENL
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ETHE LICS WER, 2F0, ZHREOMER N M Y ZIZR 5 BHRORHEIZ L DD
ThorEVWHIHBZLoTHMHTLIZENTEDLEEZ D,

Hasegawa (1984/5) %, HAGEICHIT 2 ZEHAGEIZIAAMEICH HEr FE Y ZIZHE S
DEHTHDHELTND, *(18a) I[ZBIT D22 HMGEIX. AMLEICH HEFED [KEE) &1
F—fErE b D2 &#f%#wﬁ)u%)@;o T TCICEEEIC > T2 AN (ASLIED K

vy 7)) LR E SO (). (18b) HIFEERTH 5,

(18) a. KER; D3 ek > 72,
b. KEBDSesithZET 2 Z LR —FESI DLV,
(19) a. [Zero Topic] KRB A3e;it > 72,
b. [Zero Topic[i KER 3t Fh 2 DS —FSSH LU,

Hasegawa (1984/5) OiEimlZiED &, H D HBRERRE T HICITET Ny 72k &
xo ey rsnEeElfbans ) ek 2ERL EEbNS, AN, (21) I
AT R, REDOE ZRTHMGED W] Xy 7122 0iz<uy,

(20)a. NADHFIZHE ZNTORNNTF = v 7 LTLIEEN,
b FEHVIZRD L, Bl T enE D,

Q2D a. Pl NADOH ey AL TWVVRWNTF = v 7 LTL &,
b. *WaplE, FHFVICRD L et & T ZENEL 2D,

i, ME Y 7R D BERORMEMAES L TnDENE TH S, Li & Thompson (1976: 461)
. FE Y ZIIFFEOER TRITIIR DRV LR 2, BRI (1995:28) HARED
AF RN EEETERNE LTS, —FH, EBEOE/ ZRTHWE W) IIRFFED
%%%Tt@\kty&:ﬁ@:<bx%@t@J%%LK<w%@?&é&%i%héo

mﬁifﬁ H$ fé&e@%/%%fgffwj#Em;u%fiﬁmﬁﬁm
én:<wﬁ%%mbko£%@%%: . ZOBIBIIAARE T T, PIERE
o sd Z EnH LN T,
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Occurrence of the empty category with

arbitrary interpretation

WANG Dandan

This paper examines the alternation between the null element and “mono”, a pronoun which
refers to arbitrary things in Japanese. As shown in (i), “mono”, which refers to arbitrary things, is

required to appear overtly and hardly drops, when it is in the object position.

(i) a.Toshiyori ni naru to,mono o otosu koto ga ooku naru.
b. *Toshiyori ni naru to, e, otosu koto ga ooku naru.

‘One comes to tend to drop things when one ages.’

Following Wang (2008), this paper claims that the fact that “mono” hardly drops in the object
position derives from properties of the zero object and topicalized elements. In conjunction with
Wang’s (2008) argument that elements referring to arbitrary persons hardly drop in the object
position, the argument of this paper provides supporting evidence for the claim of previous studies
in which the empty category with arbitrary interpretation does not occur in the object position (e.g.,

Kurodal983).
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