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Potion Romance
Separation Romance

She awakes and they speak to each other before Romeo dies. The Friar arrives and

tries to persuade Giulietta to go to a convent, but, resolved on death, she drew in her



breath and held it long, and then, uttering a great cry, fell dead on the corpse of Romeo.

50

30

Then seazed uppon wyth desperate sorrow, he fell downe uppon the body of Julietta

with sutch vehemence, as the heart faint and attenuated with too graet torments, not
able to beare so hard a vyolence, was abandoned of all his sense and naturall powers,
in sutch sorte as the siege of hys soule fayled him at that instant, and his members
stretched forthe, remayned stiffe and colde.

Then pressed with extreme greefe, he [Romeus] threw with so great force,
His overpressed parts upon his ladies wayled corps,



That now his wekened hart, weakened with torments past,

Unable to abyde this pang, the sharpest and the last,

Remayned quite deprived, of sense and kindly strength,

And so the long imprisond soule hath freedome wonne at length. (2681-6)

[JULIET:] For straight my parting sprite, out of this carkas fled,

At ease shall finde my Romeus sprite, among so many ded.

That so our parted sprites, from light that we [Romeus and Juliet] see here,
In place of endlesse light and blisse, may ever live yfere. (2777-88)

17

LAVINIA, in the Tomb:
Where am 1? bless me, Heav'n!

'Tis very cold; and yet here's something warm....
MARIUS JUNIOR:

She lives, and we shall both be made immortall.

Speak, my Lavinia, speak some heav'nly news,
And tell me how the Gods design to treat us.

18

ROMEDO:
No more---here's to my love---eyes, look your last;
[Drinking the poison.
Arms, take your last embrace; and Lips, do you
The doors of breath seal with a righteous kiss.---
Soft---soft---she breathes, and stirs! [Juliet wakes.
JULIET:



Where am 1? defend me, powers!
ROMEO:
She speaks, she lives; and we shall still be bless'd!

My kind propitious stars o'erpay me now

For all my sorrows past---rise, rise my Juliet,

And from this cave of death, this house of horror,
Quick let me snatch thee to thy Romeo's arms,

There breathe a vital spirit in thy lips,

And call thee back to life and love! [Takes her hand.

19

He [Romeo] dies, and Juliet stabs herself with his sword. Had Shakespeare chosen to

develop this catastrophe, instead of making Romeo perish before the waking Juliet, he

might have wrought the most pathetically tragic scene in poetry. Reading the climax in

Bandello, where it is overpoweringly affecting, we feel what we have lost.

100

[THISBE:] Alas what chaunce my Pyramus hath parted thee and mee?

Make aunswere O my Pyramus: It is thy Thisbe, even shee
Whome thou doste love most heartely that speaketh unto thee.



Give eare and rayse thy heavie heade. He hearing Thisbes name,
Lift up his dying eyes, and havring seene hir closde the same.

(Golding's translation)

12
14

FLUTE as Thisbe: Asleep, my love?
What, dead, my dove?
O Pyramus, arise.
Speak, speak. Quite dumb?
Dead, dead? A tomb
Must cover thy sweet eyes.
(A Midsummer Night's Dream: 5.1.319-24)

10

lament



JULIET Go, get thee hence, for | will not away.
What's here? A cup closed in my true love's hand?
Poison, | see, hath been his timeless end.

O churl! _drunk all, and left no friendly drop
To help me after? | will kiss thy lips.
Haply some poison yet doth hang on them,
To make me die with a restorative.
[She kisses Romeo's lips]
Thy lips are warm.
CHIEF WATCHMAN [within] Lead, boy. Which way?
JULIET  Yea, noise? Then I'll be brief.
[She takes Romeo's dagger]
O happy dagger,
This is thy sheath! There rust, and let me die.
She stabs herself, falls [and dies]
(Romeo and Juliet : 5.3.160-69)
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1926

1970



ANTONY | am dying, Egypt, dying. Only
I here importune death awhile until
Of many thousand Kisses the poor last

I lay upon thy lips.
CLEOPATRA | dare not, dear,
Dear, my lord, pardon. | dare not,

Lest | be taken. Nor th' imperious show
Of the full-fortuned Caesar ever shall
Be brooched with me, if knife, drugs, serpents, have
Edge, sting, or operation. | am safe.
Your wife, Octavia, with her modest eyes
And still conclusion, shall acquire no honour
Demuring upon me. But come, come, Antony._
Help me, my women._We must draw thee up.
Assist, good friends.
ANTONY O quick, or I am gone!
CLEOPATRA
Here's sport indeed. How heavy weighs my lord!
(Antony and Cleopatra : 4.16.19-33)

dear dare



But Cleopatra stooping down with her head, putting to all her strength to her

uttermost power, did lift him up with much ado and never let go her hold....
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