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A Preliminary Study on Perception
of Japanese Language Vowels:

Native Cebuano Speakers Learning Japanese

MARUSHIMA Ayumi

It can be assumed that native Cebuano speakers who are learning the Japanese language have
trouble in differentiating the different Japanese vowels. This is because the Cebuano language has
only three vowels: /i/, /a/, and /u/.

This study aims to observe the method by which Cebuano native speakers recognize Japanese
language vowels.

I recorded and analyzed the data of three learners through the word quizzes on which they took
dictations. The result shows that some of them find it difficult to differentiate /o/ from /u/ and /e/

from /i/; however, this depends on the abilities of the individuals.
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