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Emergence of loanwords “patan (pattern)”

as Japanese classifiers

TANAKA YU

The purpose of the present study is twofold: (1) to carry out a case study that traces the
emergence of the word “patan (pattern)” as a classifier; and (2) to examine the influence of
semantic content on the process of a noun becoming a classifier through the example of “patan
(pattern)”, “keisu (case)” and “taipu (type)”. The main findings regarding (1) are as follows. The
loanword “patan” was rarely used in the newspapers around the year 1945, but could be seen in the
written texts from 1970 onwards; we can estimate that its usage as a classifier was established
around the year 2000. With regards to (2), though terms having a generic meaning such as “patan”,
“keisu” and “taipu” are influenced by what can broadly be referred to as social factors, it is mainly

linguistic factors that trigger the change in usage.
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