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The Semantic Characteristics of Passive-like

Verbs (Judoshi) : In comparion with Passive Verbs

MENG Xi

In Japanese, when we want to focus on the object of an action, we usually use passive verbs
“-rareru”. In the same way, we can use passive-like verbs (Judoshi). The passive verbs and
Judoshi are similar with each other, but there are still some subtle differences in meaning between
them. This paper investigates those differences from the viewpoint of “subjectivity of expression”.
This paper figures out that, from the viewpoint of “subjectivity of expression”, passive verbs are
more subjective than Judoshi and Judoshi are more objective than Passive verbs. But when the

NP-ni appears, the subjectivity of Judoshi will increase.
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