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On the Expressive Function Difference
between “de wa nai ka” and “bushi...ma’ in

Natural Dialogue

Huifang ZHANG

The motivation or the effect of expression in the flow of dialogue is defined as expressive
functions. The purpose of this paper is to clarify the difference of “de wa nai ka” and
“bushi...ma” in natural dialogue. Three types of expressive functions are proposed in this paper
based on the basic rule of turn-taking system: A, the function of providing and expanding topics; B,
the function of seeking confirmation from; and C, the function of comment of sentiment expression.
The frequency in use of “de wa nai ka” in natural dialogue between young women is four times of
that of “bushi...ma”, and most of the use belongs to function A. For “bushi...ma”, function C
does not appear, but function B that is mainly used. This paper analyzes the causes of the
difference of expressive function between Japanese and Chinese from the perspective of topic
proposal and expansion. It also suggests that teachers in Japanese and Chinese language education
should explain to the learners about the main functions of “de wa nai ka” and “bushi...ma”. The
study method adopted by this paper is a new trial for the contrast of modality between Japanese and

Chinese.

&9



