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The Japanese cognitive verb construction and

transspatial identity

Mizuho IMADA

“Taro-wa UFO-de-nai-mono-o UFO-da-to omotta” (Taro believed the thing which is not a UFO
to be a UFO) is acceptable, but “Taro-wa UFO-de-nai-mono-ga UFO-da-to omotta” (Taro believed
that the thing which is not a UFO is a UFO) is unacceptable. This difference is generated by the
fact that the former sentence has the accusative phrase “UFO-de-nai-mono-0” (the thing which is
not a UFO) in the main clause and the Ilatter sentence has the nominative phrase
“UFO-de-nai-mono-ga” in the subordinate clause. In the former sentence, “UFO-de-nai-mono-0”
indicates the object a in the speaker’s reality, and the sentence says the object a’ in Taro’s beliefs,
which is the counterpart of a, has the property “be a UFO,” which is different from reality. On the
other hand, in the latter sentence “UFO-de-nai-mono-ga” indicates the object ¢’ in Taro’s beliefs,
and the sentence is semantically contradictory because it says that a’ has the property “be a UFO”
in the same space. This means that in the cognitive verb construction “A-o B-da-to omou,” the
accusative phrase in the main clause and the subject of the subordinate clause are not co-referential
but transspatial identical. This paper analyzes the syntactic and semantic structure of the “to omou”

construction based on Abe’s(2002, 2010) and Lok’s(2006) analyses.
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