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A Contrastive Study of the Japanese and
Chinese Languages in the Usage of Inference
Request Confirmation:

From the perspectives of information transmission and

pragmatics

ZHANG Huifang

In bilingual interpretation, there exists 6 (3x2) corresponding relations between Darou,
Nodehanaika and Ne, forms of expression in the Japanese language and the Chinese expressions of
Ba and Shibushi used for inference request confirmation. This paper focuses on the three aspects of
concurrence restrictions between forms of expression and modal adverbs, different positions of
various modal forms of expression in the information transmission structure (proposition, judgment
and transmission), and pragmatic constraints of forms of expression, with a view to proving that
Japanese expressions of inference request confirmation are organized in a different way than their
Chinese counterparts. As an hearer-oriented language focusing on communicating meanings to the
hearer, the Japanese language uses different forms of expression according to specified contents and
hearers. The Chinese language, on the other hand, is speaker-oriented that centers upon the
speaker’s inference, therefore its forms of expression are not subject to the influence of specified
contents and hearers. This paper argues that differences in organizational forms are what give rise to

a number of corresponding relations.
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