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Perception of Japanese Language Vowels
by a Filipino Multilingual Speaker:
A Tagalog, Northern Ilocano,

and Kankanaey Speaker as an Example

Ayumi MARUSHIMA

I analyzed data on how native Cebuano speakers recognize Japanese vowels in a
previous study. The result showed that some of them find it difficult to differentiate
/o/ from /u/ and /e/ from /i/.

I recorded data about one Filipino multilingual speaker at the same time. He
speaks Tagalog, northern Ilocano, and Kankanaey as his first languages.

This note aims to analyze the data and provide an example of the process of how
Japanese language learners with complex backgrounds in languages learn the vow-
els of a target language.

My analysis found that the multilingual speaker also sometimes confused /o/ with
/u/ and /e/ with /i/, regardless of the assumption that the speaker could distinguish
all Japanese five vowels because Tagalog also has five vowels. This is probably
because native Tagalog speakers do not pronounce /o/ and /u/ differently, and pro-

nounce /e/ similar to /i/ when speaking Filipino.
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