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This paper describes the methodology and significance of a linguis-
tic-geographic project on Northwest Semitic languages in the second and first
millennium B.C. supported by the Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and
Culture, Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (18520292). The crux of the project
lies in the use of GIS (Geographic Information System) as the platform. This pa-
per discusses some advantages of GIS over other alternatives and the various po-
tential it embraces for the project in particular and for linguistic research in gen-

eral.
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