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Sound Spectrogram Analyses of Historical

Schwa 1n Israeli Hebrew

FUKUMORI Takahiro

The aim of this paper is to examine the relationship between the historical schwa
(@ below) and phonetic accent in Israeli Hebrew. We asked our informant to read
aloud lists of meaningful words with the pattern C CVCV such as b@dixa,
b@xina, m@rida, j@luda, h@risa, h@xana, b@nija and z@liga and meaningless
words such as /sasasa/, /sesese/, /nanana/ and /nenene/. We recorded the phonetic
data and analyzed them in terms of sound spectrogram and phonetic accent.

The results are as follows:

(1) The historical schwa appears more lightly than /a/ on sound spectrogram.

(2) There is no difference of shade between stressed vowel (culminative vowel of
phonetic accent accurately) and unstressed vowel on sound spectrogram.

(3) The historical schwa reduces by not the influence of phonetic accent but
another factor.
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