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Dating and Literary Embellishment of the Book of
Ruth

Akira IKEDA

In the first section, various studies on dating of the book of Ruth were sur-
veyed. And it was shown that the linguistic studies are more convincing. In the
second section, the history of the Hebrew language was outlined to understand
chronological division of Biblical Hebrew (BH). And in the third section, F.
Bush’s study in 1996, which compared the linguistic features of the book of
Ruth with those of Standard BH and Late BH, was summarized. In the last
section, | reexamined Bush’s study and pointed out that some linguistic fea-
tures that he treated as historical varieties of BH might involve other linguistic
varieties such as regional dialects and diglossia. | also pointed out the possibil-
ity that the author of the book of Ruth used certain linguistic forms for literary
embellishment to give archaic and/or exotic flavor to the story.
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