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Three Functional Positions for Aspects:
Evidence from Kyushu Japanese!

Masaharu Shimada (U. of Tsukuba) Akiko Nagano (Tohoku University)

shimada.masaharu.fu@u.tsukuba.ac.jp

1. Introduction
» V-te-iru ‘V-te-be’ forms in Japanese
= Pseudocoodinations

(1) John-ga  ronbun-o kai-te _ iru

John-NOM article-acc write-te exist
(i) John is writing a paper’ (Prog.)
(ii) John has completed a paper.” (Perf.)

» Kyushu Japanese counterparts
(2) John-ga  ronbun-ba kaki-yoo - (i)
John-Nowm article-Acc write-yoo
(3) John-ga  ronbun-ba kai-too - (ii)

John-NOM article-Acc write-too

Yoo — progressive markers

Too - perfective markers

2. Urushibara’s (2003) analysis

(4) FP-init (cf. Urushibara (2003: 785))
/\
Subj F-init’
F-Init /TP\
Volo, . | T FP-delim
T T
Obj F-delim’
{00 ===y F-delim VP

» Urushibara’s observations supporting (4)

(5) John-ga  hasiri-yoo/*hasit-too  (Activity)
John-NOM run-yoo/run-too
‘John is running./*John has finished running’
(6) John-ga  ringo-ba tabe-too (Accomplishment)
John-NOM apple-Acc eat-too
(i) John ate a whole apple. (Perf.)
(ii) ‘(*) John is eating an apple.” (Prog.)

— TJToo moves to an F-init position.
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3. Problems

» Crucial data from our informants

(7) John-ga  hasit-too (Activity)
John-NOM run-too
‘John has finished running.’ (Perf.)
‘John is running. (Prog.)

— All of the 7 informants find (7) ambiguous.
Urushibara (2003) posited zero delimiters.
(8) John-ga sanshuu hasit-too
John-NOM three tracks run-too
‘John has completed three laps.” (Perf.) (7 speakers)
‘John is completing three laps.” (Prog.) (2 speakers)

(Note also that 3 of the 7 informants accepted (6 ii).)

» The progressive interpretations with too and with yoo
are different in nature.

4. A proposal

(9) FP-init
/\
Subj F-init’
T T

too == F-init FP-prog

FP-delim
/\

Obj F-delim’
/\
t00 =m===) F-delim VP

» When too occurs as F-init, it can pragmatically yield an
interpretation quite similar to a progressive one.

5. A further issue: Evidentiality
(10) anta, nanka tabe-{yo/to}-roo?
you something eat-yoo/*too-will
‘You are eating something, aren’t you?’

(direct observation)

Selected References: Urushibara, Saeko (2003) “On the form and meaning
of aspectual markers,” In Empirical and theoretical investigations into
language, ed. by S. Chiba, 778-792, Tokyo: Kaitakusha.
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